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Govt paid 
premium 

' for Sinovac 
due to delays 

KUALA LUMPUR: The delay in the Covid-19 
vaccine delivery by P h a r m a n i a g a in April, 
May a n d J u n e has caused t h e p r e m i u m 
pr ice increase of b e t w e e n 16.78 a n d 18.12 
p e r c en t pa id by t h e g o v e r n m e n t in 
p r o c u r i n g t h e p o r t i o n of Sinovac Vaccine's 
f in ished p r o d u c t . 

The Public Accounts C o m m i t t e e (PAC), 
in its r e p o r t o n Covid-19 vaccine p rocure -
m e n t , saicl in add i t i on , t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
h a d to u rgen t ly deliver the vaccines to re-
c ip ien t s d u r i n g the p e r i o d u n d e r the 
Covid-19 Nat iona l I m m u n i s a t i o n Pro-
g r a m m e . 

"The g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d stick wi th the 
pr ices s ta ted in the initial a g r e e m e n t . 

"PAC however, was satisfied with the co-
o r d i n a t i o n be tween the Science, Technol-
ogy a n d Innova t ion Minis t ry (Mosti) , 
Heal th Ministry, Finance Ministry a n d 
o t h e r agenc ies in the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of 
t h e Covid-ig Nat ional I m m u n i s a t i o n Pro-
g r a m m e . 

"Due to t h e l imi ted s o u r c e of f inance , 
t h e government was not a b l e to p lace 
s t ra tegic bet o n p r o d u c e r s for early book-
i n g w i thou t clinical da ta . This is o n e of the 
r e a s o n s Malaysia was no t ab le to p r o c u r e 
the vaccines earlier," read the r epor t tabled 
in Par l iament . 

PAC saicl the deliveiy of vaccines by pro-
ducer s t h a t were n o t o n schedu le h a d also 
c o n t r i b u t e d to t h e delays a n d uncer ta in- . . 
t ies in vacc ina t ion a p p o i n t m e n t s . 

It also p o i n t e d out t h a t t he RM3 bil l ion 
a l loca t ion for t he Covicl-19 Fund , an-
n o u n c e d in t h e 2021 Budget , was n o t ac-
c o u n t e d for in t h e overall b u d g e t of 
RM322.5 bil l ion. 

It said the vaccine p r o c u r e m e n t was 
d o n e in accordance to the f inancia l proce-
du re s set by t h e Finance Ministry. 

It has f o u n d t h e pr ices of t he vaccine 
p r o c u r e m e n t in va r ious p o r t f o l i o by t h e 
g o v e r n m e n t ' sat isfactory ' a n d reasonab le . 

The a l loca t ion for NIP has s h o t u p to 
RM5.8 bil l ion f r o m the or ig ina l a l locat ion 
of RM3 bill ion in 2021 Budget . - NST 
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SUMMARIES
KUALA LUMPUR: The delay in t h e Covid-19 vaccine delivery by Pharmaniaga in April, May and June has caused the premium
price increase of between 16.78 a n d 18.12 per cent paid by the government in procuring t h e p o r t i o n of Sinovac Vaccine's
finished product.
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